
To our Harrison Family: 
  
Today and tomorrow, I take (and give you) a break from the daily updates on the 
Coronavirus. I will resume those updates on Monday. It seems appropriate to take 
account of things a few weeks into this unprecedented occurrence, with a few more 
weeks ahead. Life, as we knew it, has been interrupted and we have put everything on 
hold.  Weddings, birthday parties and other celebrations that were planned have been 
postponed. Many non-essential businesses have stopped operation and there is 
uncertainty about what the economy will look like as we emerge from this health 
threat.  
  
It’s unsettling because most of our daily routine is being dictated to us by the 
restrictions put in place by government authorities. When could we have ever thought 
that possible? Perhaps most unsettling is the fact that we are even prevented from 
hosting gatherings 
of family and friends. We have all felt the real impact of this physical isolation from 
loved ones. 
  
Today is the fourth day of Passover for the Jewish members of our community family, 
as they commemorate the Exodus from slavery in Egypt nearly 3,000 years ago. The 
first night or two of the Passover celebration is steeped in the traditions of a Seder 
Dinner that had to take on a virtual adaptation this year. The same limitations are 
altering the Easter celebrations for Christians. Many of us will attend the traditional 
Easter Sunday Church Service by watching it on our tv or laptop screens. 
  
There is good news, though, and I believe we have all recognized that by now. The 
forced separation has inspired us to find other ways to connect. Who ever would have 
thought that hanging out virtually could be so much fun? We are all showcasing our 
adaptability and it’s impressive. There is even better news that dwarfs the technology 
we are utilizing, though. That is the deeper appreciation of each other and this 
new-found willingness to express that. We are seeing that everywhere and I’m guessing 
you are experiencing it on some level within your circle of loved ones. 
  
So, for the remainder of this weekend, continue to be more acutely aware of the needs 
of your family. Celebrate your holiday in this unique fashion by embracing it with a 
sense of joy and appreciation. Like many of you, I am fortunate to have not been 
personally impacted by the COVID-19 virus yet, but I know of families who have. I will 
pray for them as we push through this crisis, together, and I ask you to do the same. 
Draw energy from being a member of this wonderful community and be proud that we 
are Harrison Strong. 
 
Together For Harrison Township, 
Lou Manzo 

Your Mayor   


